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The next monthly MARCI club
breakfast will be held on Satur-
day, May 8th, @ 9:30 A.M. at

I#$%0& () +%,-%6$+. (/0" ("(1,-+23(

a social activity to give us an op-

portunity to get to know each other

a little better. Feel free to bring
whomever you want with you.
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now!
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15th St. E. (301 Blvd.) and 51st
Ave. E. (near Big Lots in the old
<%-**&'=.
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Retirement

Working people frequently

ask retired people what they do to
make their days interesting.

Well, for example, the other day
my wife and [ went into town

and went into a shop. We were

only in there for about 5 minutes.

When we came out, there was a
cop writing out a parking ticket.

We went up to him and said,
'Come on man, how about giving
a senior citizen a break?' He ig-
nored us and continued writ-

ing the ticket. I called him a Nazi
turd. He glared at me and started
writing another ticket for having
worn tires.

So my wife called him a s--t-head.

He finished the second ticket and
put it on the windshield with the
first.

Then he started writing a

third ticket. This went on for
about 20 minutes. The more we
abused him, the more tickets he
wrote.

Personally, we didn't care. We
came into town by bus, and the car
had an Obama sticker.

We try to have a little fun each
day, now that we're retired. It's
important at our age.

Contributed by
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MARCI Web Site
Club Information
http://www.manatee-arc.org

Feature
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This month, I thought I would
cover a really neat accessory for
any home, whether that home
belongs to a ham radio operator
or not, a weather station. Every-
body talks about and is con-
cerned with the weather. Would-
n't it be nice to know what the
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WCFG Web Site
NI4CE Repeater Network
http://www.ni4ce.org
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ARRL Web Site

The National Association for
Amateur Radio
http://www.arrl.org/

MARCI Repeater
146.820 -
100 CPS Tone
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home, not just what is happening
across the broad area that the TV
weatherman describes on the
evening news. Plus, the TV sta-
tion only can tell you about the
weather two or three times a day.
With your own weather station,
you can know what is happening
at any time.

Home weather stations come in a
variety of forms. At the low end
is the very simple electronic
device that can sit on any loca-
tion in the home and tell you the
temperature, the barometric pres-
sure and the dew point. These set
up as simply as a clock radio or
an alarm clock. They are avail-
able from many sources includ-
ing your local department store.

A little more pricey, but still
with a price range well within
the budget of most families is the
complete weather station. In
addition to the information [
mentioned in the previous para-
graph, these will tell you wind
speed and direction, rainfall,
inside and outside temperature,
wind chill factor, and so on.
Prices range from over $800
dollars down to a street price of

about $150. In some cases, care-
ful perusing of places like E-Bay
and Craig's List will find them
for less than $100.

So, what is the difference be-
tween the higher price and the
less expensive variety? In most
cases, nothing that is going to
concern the casual weather buff.
In fact, for the non-professional
weather watcher, the less expen-
sive unit may actually be better,
because in some cases, they
come with software that allows
one to display and store the in-
formation from the device on
their home computer. The more
expensive units may need not
only third party software, but
also an optional device to trans-
late the raw data into a form that
the software can deal with. This
is fine for the professional,
where the slightly more precise
data is of importance, but for the
average home user, the differ-
ence between a temperature of
say, 79.8 and 79.85 is negligible.

The set-up of this kind of
weather station is not difficult at
all. You can even get units that
connect wirelessly so no wires or
cable have to be used to connect
them. Just mount the anemome-
ter (that twirling gadget that
measures the wind speed and
direction) somewhere outside
that is clear of any obstructions
and high enough to get an accu-
rate reading. Mount the rain
gauge similarly so that it reads

true rainfall and not the runoff
from the trees or something else.
If you are going wireless, you
just add batteries to each unit
and you should be all set. The
base unit receives the data from
all of the battery powered units
outside and displays it for you to
view. As [ mentioned before,
some stations actually come with
a cable that can be plugged into
your PC to log and display all of
the data at once. The software
even graphs the results on the
screen so you can see trends
while they happen. It also re-
cords the daily highs and lows
for things like temperature, wind
speed, and other data sets.

All of this would be nice to
know for you and your family,
but there is more. The National
Weather Service has programs
called Skywarn and CWOP. If
you get trained by the weather
service (for free) you are issued
a Skywarn Spotter ID number
and when severe weather strikes
you can make reports to the
NWS via amateur radio, if you
are a licensed operator or via an
800 number if not. It is all volun-
tary and it gives the NWS what
is called "ground truth". The
NWS needs to know what they
are seeing on radar is actually
doing on the ground. The Sky-
warn system does that for them.
It also gives them many more
eyes on the weather for immedi-
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KW: When did you retire
from the Post Office?
LG: December 0f1969.

After I retired I worked for
WEDU Channel 3 in Tampa.

Lampkin kept after me to come
back to work for him. I was driv-
ing about 84 miles a day and I
thought about coming back but I
stayed with WEDU.

KW: What did you do at
WEDU?

LG: I operated the transmitter.
You had to have a first class
license to do that. I had studied
on the side while at the post
office.

I got my amateur license in
1938.

KW: So, did you ever get
married?

LG: I got married in September
1935 to Edith. Her father was the
secretary for the Chamber of
Commerce. They were from
Leary, Ohio and would go back
in the summer. I got to know her
"$(L0#H2(>,+(7*(;" D& ('+%-+(
going together till we had gradu-
ated. I went to Leary to get mar-
ried. It is the first time in my life
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1 had been north of Atlanta, Ga.

KW: How long were you mar-
ried?

LG: 72 years. She was 94. I lost
her last July.

KW: So, you and Edith lived
a long time in this house
together.

LG: Yes, when I first got back

from the war I bought a little
house just two houses west of
the high school. It was a little
one-room house.

I owned this lot from way back. I

you would call it, and you could
go out and find yourself a piece
of property that was state owned,
unused land. You could go to the
courthouse and make a bid [for
the land]. I bought it more or less

the theory so we worked to-
gether.

KW: What did you have for
your first radio?
LG: I had a little 2 tube radio

with a 15 watt amplifier.

I had a separate antenna for
transmitting and receiving. 40
meters was all CW. It was a
crystal unit and I would call CW
and then search up and down for
areply.

KW: Were there a lot of op-
erators back then?
LG: In the evening when I was

off work, it was so crowded |

#,2:$&+(6%+(#,+(%$;(@(?#,2;(*+(

the alarm clock and get up about
2:00 in the morning to get on the
air.

KW: How many classes of
license were there back

5#-(%$("$AF+8*$+.(@(;"; $&+(?%Sthen?

to build here because it was too
far out of town.

KW: So, lets get back to
some radio questions. You
said you got your first li-
cense in August 1938.
LG: Yes, I was interested in it
long before that but the only

B#+(+0™ (2#+(5#-(%(#22%-.(@(#Htd to test at that time was

know if you knew about the
Murphy Plan or not. After the
big depression went off, every
body was dealing in real estate

Atlanta.

I made a little 2-tube receiver
and learned code just listening to

%$;(8#.+(#5(..+(0%;$&+(>**$(1%..,((ther guys. A guy came to town

for, kind of like now. They
passed this law, a bill I guess

here and opened a radio shop
and he was studying at the same
time and of course he knew all

LG: There were three classes, C,
B, and A. I believe it was. I got
my first one from a guy that had
a 1% class telegraph license. He
was allowed to give tests. He
gave me my class C exam.

KW: What other licenses do
you have in radio?

LG: I had my commercial li-
cense. [ always wanted to work
in a radio or TV station. I got
acquainted with the radio station
here and I was going to substi-
tute here but a friend of mine,

Robbie Terry, was working on
0196+ $#+21"(%*(3-/4K
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this job in Tampa. He was going

to quit and apparently recom-
mended me for that job. At first [
said no, but then I got thinking
about it and realized I was eligi-

ble to retire at 60 years old so
+0%+&'(0#?(@(6#+("$(,L(+0*-*.(
(WEDU)

KW: When did you get in-
volved with the radio club
here in Bradenton?

LG: I always thought we should
have a radio club here but there
29%'$&+(*$#,60("S+*-*'+(H(@(?7*$+(
to one in Sarasota for a long
time, several years, and eventu-
ally got a club here. I think it
was about 1950. It went along
good for a while, with its ups
and downs. [ remember it almost
closed one time, and then it got

going again.

KW: So, what is it that got
your interested in ham radio
in the first place? What
made you say, | want to get
my radio license?

LG: I was living in Georgia in a

little town. We asked a neighbor
boy that was a little older than
me what he wanted for Christ-
mas. He said he wanted a radio. |
%'9*;(0"8(B?0%+(""(%(-%;
said you could get music and

"+,55(+0-#,60(+0*(%"-.(@(;"; $&+(

know where it came from. Right
away | was interested. From then
on I tried to work in radio. I
&+ (9BH?(+0*-*(7*-*(>-#%0;E
cast stations; I just thought that
+0*(-%;"#(F,'+(1":9*%;(,1('+,55G

I was reading Boys Life and
someone asked the question,
B<#?(;#(3#,(>*:#8*(%$(%8%E

o)
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address for the ARRL and said
to contact them for information

on how to become a ham.

I"#$%&'S()*+,-$.8/0$1*2&03+4$

part of amateur radio?
LG: I guess just operating.

KW: Do you do more voice
now or do you still do a lot
of CW?

would about have to learn code
all over again. It takes more

time, at least for me.

KW: So, what advice do you

"#ED(<X( have for anyone who is in-

terested in ham radio or a
new operator that has just
gotten his ticket?

LG: One of the main things is to
just talk to people. Just practice
being on the radio. One of the
big things is to see how far you
can talk to someone.

KW: Lamar, | want to thank
you for doing this interview.
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Every Thursday at 7pm
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portunity to interview a
gan that is a century old.
Thank you so much.

<l#$=(>l.. , KI4FFR

Starting at 7pm
Red Cross Building
2905 59th St. W.

Bradenton, FL
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ate warning of things like torna-
dos, hail and flooding. The
CWOP program is a way of
tying your home weather station
directly into the network of
weather stations that they use to
see the weather. The home sta-
tion has to meet their standards

(for performance, not price) and
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you need a high speed connec-
tion to the Internet. Again, this is
totally voluntary on your part,
you are not locked into anything.
However, it is good to remember
just how vital your information
might be, not only to the NWS
but also to you and your
neighbors. Check these programs

out on the web, you could be an

important link in the efforts to
bring accurate weather informa-
tion to everyone around you.

73,

1%66(;-#*!" , NIGY




