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Itôs also that time of year for the 

MARCI club elections - May 4th. 

We are still calling for nomina-

tions! Now is your chance to help 

guide your club into the future! 

Till next issue, 73 

Ed Skalecki, NI4MX 

Spring is in the air; so will be the 

Florida QSO party!  The QSO 

party is a Saturday, April 24th, and 

Sunday, April 25th, 10 hours per 

day, Saturday 11:00 a.m. till 9:00 

p.m. and Sunday 7:00 a.m. till 5:00 

p.m. Weôll have a cookout on Sat-

urday.  For more information 

please check out the website that 

the Florida Contest Group has 

provided:  

http://www.floridaqsoparty.org/

index.html .  

The location will be at the Red 

Cross on 59th street, in the south-

east parking lot. Come on out and 

have some fun! 

Presidentõs Column 
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BREAKFAST AT FIONAõS 

On Saturday, March 6, 2010, we 

again met for breakfast at Fiona's 

Restaurant, on the corner of 15th 

St. E., and 51st Ave. in Bradenton. 

As a Club Social event, we are 

trying to promote, to gather good 

friends for a good meal and some 

quality time together. Today we 

had 12 people show up for a very 

good breakfast and great conversa-

tion. We all had a chance to tell 

some of our favorite stories and a 

few of our family jokes. There 

were several new faces there, and 

even a visitor that is an Amateur 

Radio operator. Thanks to all who 

attended, and hopefully we will 

have more people attend our next 

gathering on April 10, at 9.30 

A.M., at Fiona's Restaurant. 

Bruce Theroux,  KJ4IFH  

MARCI Club Elections 

The annual MARCI elections will 

be held during the May 4th regular 

club meeting.  Nominations for 

officers are still open. Also, donôt 

forget to attend the May 4th 

MARCI  meeting to vote for the 

candidates of your choice. 

editors 

http://www.floridaqsoparty.org/index.html
http://www.floridaqsoparty.org/index.html


One of the disquieting things 

that I see happening all too often 

in amateur radio is the propen-

sity for newly licensed amateurs 

to ñdrop outò before they have 

even begun. They go to the trou-

ble of studying and taking the 

examination for a license, pass 

with flying colors and then never 

get on the air. Why is this hap-

pening? Last year, I participated 

as an instructor in a course to 

prepare students (all of whom 

were adults) to take the Techni-

cian License exam. All of them 

passed the test given at the con-

clusion of the course, and all of 

them were issued licenses by the 

FCC. All of them were given 

free membership in the local 

amateur radio club. Several of 

them even purchased handheld 

or mobile radios. All were of-

fered assistance with the installa-

tion and programming of their 

rigs. As of the writing of this 

column, only ONE is heard on 

the air with any frequency at all 

and only ONE other of these 

licensees has even contacted 

anyone for any help. 

Based on that one contact, it 

would appear that some of them 

have a very skewed idea of what 

they would be able to do with 

amateur radio. In spite of the 

information that was presented 

to them during the course, the 

apparent desire of these parties 

was to use unlicensed radio ser-

vices in a cross-band repeater 

checking into an interesting net 

or participating in a special event 

station. Let them see what acces-

sories or gadgets you personally 

have built over the last few 

months. Get them involved in 

the operations as a ñthird partyò. 

Put a microphone in their hand 

and guide them through a short 

QSO with you as the control 

operator. Show them some of the 

fun you have doing PSK-31 or 

SSTV if those modes are within 

your interests. 

Then, assist them in getting into 

a class and/or a VE session and 

mentor them to get a license. We 

are not done yet. After they get 

their ñticketò, we must continue 

to mentor them as they pick a 

rig, get it set up, and get on the 

air. Help them get over that ini-

tial ñmic frightò and become a 

seasoned operator. Doing all this 

has a much more beneficial ef-

fect than just getting another 

operator on the air. By ñPassing 

it Forwardò they will one day do 

the same for another interested 

person, just like you did for 

them. By being a mentor you 

guarantee that the amateur radio 

hobby will remain strong and 

vital, and you ensure that new-

comers to the hobby will feel 

welcome. Someone did it for 

you, now it is time you did it too. 

73, 

Geoff Haines, N1GY  
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mode with amateur radio equip-

ment. When it was explained 

that this was not only technically 

not possible, but also illegal 

under current FCC regulations, 

they apparently lost all interest 

in amateur radio. They appeared 

to be interested in using amateur 

radio in support of volunteer 

emergency response  teams but 

obviously were not listening 

when we explained how amateur 

radio is used in that situation. 

Now that is just one example of 

ñdropping outò. Far more often, I 

suspect that the individuals who 

study, test, get licensed, but 

never get on the air are simply 

overwhelmed by the vast number 

of possible routes into and 

through amateur radio. There are 

so many different modes to use, 

so many different rigs to con-

sider, even for the entry level 

licensee, that some simply get 

kind of a blackout and instead of 

opting for a few possibilities or 

even one, simply put the license 

in a drawer and choose none. 

So, what do we do about this 

unfortunate situation? There are 

several routes to follow. All of 

them require action by current 

members of the hobby, licensed 

amateur operators. We must 

encourage anyone who expresses 

interest in amateur radio to first 

get a good idea of what amateur 

radio is. Invite the interested 

party to your radio room, par-

ticularly if you are going to be 
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KW: Tell me a little bit about 

yourself and your family 

Lamar. 

LG: Well, on December 8th, 

2009 I turned 100 years old. 

KW: Wow, you were born on 

December 8th 1909. You 

have seen many things 

change in your 100 years on 

this earth havenõt you? 

LG: Yes, many things have 

changed in those years. 

KW: When did you move to 

Bradenton? 

LG: My parents moved to Bra-

denton in 1922 when I was 12 

years old. My grandfather had 5 

acres of land near the ballpark 

(McKechnie Field) that he used 

to farm. The house is still there I 

think on 19th St and 7th Ave. 

There was a golf course there 

too, I donôt know if you knew 

that. 

KW: So, tell me about 

school. Where did you go to 

school? 

LG: First I went to the 5th grade 

down there where the shuffle-

boards are downtown. That was 

the last year for the school there. 

The next year Ballard opened up. 

They were building it in 1922 

when we got here and it opened 

the next year, so I guess it 

opened in 1923. It was the same 

way for where Manatee High 

School is now. I went the first 

day of school there too when it 

was Biltmore Elementary. 

Now when I went to high school 

in 1927 and 1928, it was down 

where the school board building 

is now. It was a brick building 

built in 1912 and was called 

Manatee County High School.  

For my junior year Bradenton 

High took over Biltmore Ele-

mentary and I finished high 

school there. They just tore 

down the building that I gradu-

ated from at Manatee. 

 

KW: I went to school at 

Manatee High and had 

classes in the Davis building 

where you graduated. I was 

sorry to see that part of his-

tory being torn down. 

LG: There were only 3 cars 

parked out in the daytime in that 

area [near the school], one was 

the principal and the others were 

a couple of teachers. We used to 

sneak out behind the cars and 

Getting to Know: Lamar Graham, W4FKR 

Feature 

Lamar Graham (LG) recently sat 

down with Keith Webb (KW) to 

discuss his experiences in Amateur 

Radio. 

pass a cigarette aroundé. 

KW: What year did you 

graduate high school? 

LG: I graduated in 1931. I was 

way behind. I lost out in the 

moving and I was sick one year I 

wasnôt a very good student any-

way. Science was my best and 

English was my worst. The 

teacher said I did my work ok, 

but my attitude was bad so they 

couldnôt give me a good grade. 

KW: What did you do when 

you got out of high school? 

LG: My Dad started the credit 

bureau here in 1923. Every 

county had its own credit bureau 

and by the time I graduated my 

brother that was working there 

moved to Ft. Lauderdale to open 

another credit bureau and I went 

to work there. I eventually I took 

it over myself until I went to war 

in WWII. 

KW: So, what did you do in 

the war? What branch of the 

military were you in? 

LG: Then it was called the US 

Army Air Corps. and my job 

was called Airborne Radar 

Maintenance.  Air radar had just 

got started.  I went to school for 

two years for the War Depart-

ment before I was in the service 

to study radar. 

KW: Where did you serve 

overseas during the war? 

LG: England, France, Poland 

(Continued on page 4) 

MARCI member Lamar Graham, W4FKR, in his shack. 

Lamar during WWII. Lamar had to 

remind all the òYankeesó in his 

unit that he was from the South. 
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Getting to Knowé (Contõd) 

and I wound up in Germany near 

Frankfurt when the war was 

over. I was with the 9th Air 

Force. 

KW: You worked on bases? 

LG: I was sent on detached ser-

vices sometimes. One of them I 

enjoyed was when we had cap-

tured a Heinkel bomber. The 

Heinkel bomber was German 

plane and they wanted to bring it 

back to the United States to 

show it off. They wanted to take 

all the German electronic equip-

ment out and put American elec-

tronics in it. I was given a de-

tached assignment with 4 other 

guys to go up and do that. We 

were there almost a week - they 

said they were in a hurry for it. 

We worked at night too, so we 

had to cover the windows so it 

wouldnôt get bombed at night. 

We got it finished and even got a 

commendation from the general. 

The funny thing about that is 

they were talking about flying it 

back to the United States. This 

Colonel was there, a pilot, and 

they were checking it out one 

day and they were going down 

the runway and the plane caught 

fire and burned up. (chuckle) 

KW: What did you do when 

you got out of the military? 

LG: I came home and went to 

work for Lampkin Laboratory. I 

enjoyed working there very 

much. 

KW: I know of Lampkin 

Laboratory, A friend and I 

landed a Cessna 152 on the 

grass landing strip up there 

(Continued from page 3) many years ago. We were 

doing touch and goõs. What 

did they do at Lampkin? 

LG: They made signal genera-

tors for two way radios for po-

lice and such. They had to check 

their frequency all the time and 

be sure they were on it. The 

government required that. I en-

joyed it very much but I could 

see there was not  much room 

for advancement so I was kind of 

looking for something else. 

KW: What did you find? 

LG: Well, at that time you could 

only get in the post office if you 

were a veteran. I took the exam, 

and of course passed it, no prob-

lem there. Then I got a notice 

offer to go to work. In those 

days, you went to work as a 

substitute, you were just day 

labor. 

KW: When was that? 

LG: That was in 1948. The next 

step was a classified substitute. 

You got benefits and full time. 

Thatôs where I worked until I 

retired. 

KW: When did you retire? 

LG: December of 1969  

To Be Continued. 

Part 2 of this interview will appear 

in next monthõs MARCI Newsletter. 

When Lamar was overseas  during WWII, Lamarõs family kept in touch using 

òV-Mailó.  We found this V-mail message in Lamarõs wartime photo album. 


