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Club events that are in the plan-

ning stages right now are on April 

24th and 25th, 2010 and the ARRL 

field day- June 26th and 27th, 

2010. We are still looking for ideas 

for special events, so if you have 

any thoughts bring them up at the 

next meeting. We would love to 

hear them! 

Till next issue, 73 

Ed Skalecki, NI4MX 

2010!  With a New Year come 

New Yearôs resolutions.  

Whatôs yours? Losing weight? 

Eating healthier? How about ama-

teur radio? Any thoughts on how 

you can help promote amateur 

radio in Manatee County? 

How about new operating mode, 

upgrading your license? As club 

members we need to support our 

club, not only by attending the 

monthly club meeting, but by sup-

porting amateur radio in our own 

way...whether that be via partici-

pating in our information net or 

learning more about emergency 

operations. How about attending 

and operating a club special event?  

Helping setup for an event is a 

great help, but try to make time to 

operate in the event, also.  Even if 

you think that itôs not your cup of 

tea, sometimes the bug bites with-

out your even knowing it.  Re-

member, we all pursued to get our 

license for one reason; now letôs 

take another step and explore all 

we can do with it.   

Therefore, I am asking all club 

members to add this to their list of 

resolutions this year:  

ñI will do something this year to 

support or enhance amateur 

radio in Manatee County.ò 

Presidentõs Column 
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In support of Edõs request, your 

newsletter staff have provided you 

with a space on page 3 to record 

your Amateur Radio Resolution for 

2010! . 

Fionaôs Restaurant. It is Dutch 

treat, so feel free to bring whom-

ever you want with you. This is 

purely a social activity to give us 

an opportunity to get to know each 

other a little better.  Fionaôs is 

located on the corner of 15th St. E. 

(301 Blvd.) and 51st Ave. E. (near 

Big Lots in the old Hardeeôs). 

editors 

At last monthôs MARCI meeting  

we decided to move the monthly 

club breakfast at Fionaôs to the 

Saturday after the MARCI meeting 

to make the event easier to remem-

ber. The time has also been moved 

back an hour to accommodate 

those who like to sleep in on the 

weekends. The next MARCI club 

breakfast  will now be  Saturday, 

February 6th, @  9:30 A.M. at 

BREAKFAST AT FIONAõS 



When I was asked to write as 

article about the Elecraft K3 

( http://elecraft.com/), I did not 

know where to start. There are 

so many great things about this 

radio. The K3 is the only deluxe 

transceiver that is targeted at 

both home and field use. Weigh-

ing just 8 pounds and having 

dimensions of 4ò x 10ò x 10ò 

HWD (10 x 25 x 25 cm), itôs 

well-suited on your desk or for 

demanding DXpedition or Field 

Day operations. Its receive-mode 

current drain of less than 1 amp 

greatly facilitates battery or solar

-powered mobile/RV/marine 

installations. But unlike smaller 

portable transceivers, the K3ôs 

user interface is optimized for 

ease of use, and its feature set 

rivals units many times its size 

and weight. 

The transceiver is offered both 

factory-assembled and as a 

modular, no-soldering kit. Either 

way, K3 owners can start with a 

basic version of the transceiver, 

at lower cost, and then easily add 

modules later. To ensure identi-

cal performance of both pre-built 

units and modular kits, modules 

are 100% assembled and tested 

at the factory. You learn the 

radio theory behind each of the 

modules during assembly, and 

acquire skills that will enable 

you to easily add future modules 

or upgrades. Available options 

include: built-in 100-W auto-

matic antenna tuner with two 

very long. It is always easier to 

show than describe but here are a 

few.  

One of the coolest features is 

ñDiversity Receptionò. Using the 

two receivers connected to sepa-

rate antennas (one vertical and 

one horizontal) you can lock the 

two receivers to the same fre-

quency and as you tune the sig-

nals will come in on one polari-

zation better that the other. With 

the push of a button, you switch 

to the best one and transmit.  

The K3ôs main- and sub-receiver 

sections have a down-conversion 

design that allows the use of 

roofing filters as narrow as 200 

Hz. while up-conversion designs 

have roofing filters typically 

3,000 to 15,000 Hz in width. 

Unlike some competing down-

conversion designs, the K3 also 

provides 6-meter coverage, as 

well as continuous tuning from 

0.5 to 30 MHz. Each receiver 

(Continued on page 4) 
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antenna jacks (KAT3), subre-

ceiver (KRX3), general-

coverage front end band-pass 

filter module (KBPF3), 100-W 

stage (KPA3), RF I/O unit for 

RX antenna, IF Out and trans-

verter interfacing (KXV3A), 

digital voice recorder (KDVR3) 

and an all mode 2-m (144-148 

MHz) internal option 

(K144XV).  

Also built-in PSK31, CW, and 

RTTY decode onto the radios 

screen and encode by use of a 

key for those that do code, it 

offers more flexibility in opera-

tion and communication. So the 

operator can enjoy the excite-

ment of data communications 

with or without a computer.  

The K3 allows communications 

in USB, LSB, FM, DATA, and 

AM with filter control in all 

modes. They have just released 

the 2 meter module which allows 

all mode 10 watt FM communi-

cations. The list of features is 

MARCI Repeater 

146.820 -  

100 CPS Tone 

MARCI on the 

Internet  

MARCI  Web Site 

Club Information 

http://www.manatee-arc.org 

Check out the 

New, Updated 

MARCI Web 

Site! 

 

West Central 

Florida Group 

WCFG Web Site 

NI4CE Repeater Network 

http://www.ni4ce.org 

 

The American 

Radio Relay 

League (ARRL) 

ARRL Web Site 

The National Association for 

Amateur Radio 

http://www.arrl.org/  

The Elecraft K3 100W high performance all mode transceiver. The compact 

design makes this transceiver suitable for both base and field operations. 
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My 

Amateur 

Radio 

Resolution 

for 2010  

Getting to Know: Jim Woodson, KE4INM  

Jim Woodson (JW) recently sat 

down with Keith Webb (KW) to 

discuss his experiences in Amateur 

Radio. 

Do  your have a story to tell about 

how you became involved in 

Amateur Radio? Contact Keith to 

arrange an interview! His e-mail 

address: webbey1955@yahoo.com 

KW: First, I want to thank 

you for doing this interview 

Jim, and ask you about your 

family. How long have you 

been married and how 

many children do you have? 

JW: I have been married 26 

years to Laura and have 4 chil-

dren, James Jr, Ryan, Tina and 

Anita. 

KW: Are any of your family 

memberõs hams? 

JW: Yes, my sons, James Jr 

KE4MPP and Ryan, KJRNRK 

are both hams and my daughter 

Tinaôs husband; Harold 

KJ4RNX got his ticket about 3 

weeks ago. 

KW: What kind of work do 

you do to support your radio 

habit? 

JiW I am the Facilities Manager 

for the Sarasota County School 

Board. I have been with the 

school board for 20 years. I 

started as a carpenter/cabinet 

maker and have advanced over 

the years. 

KW: Thatõs quite a change 

from carpenter to facilities 

manager.  I guess you are a 

òhandy manó at heart. 

JW: Yes, I have always been 

pretty handy. 

KW: How long have you 

been a ham and what got 

you interested in Amateur 

Radio? 

JW: I became a ham in 1993. I 

wanted something for my son 

James and I to do together. So 

we studied together when he was 

working on Communications 

Merit Badge. After the studying 

was finished, I fell in love with 

the hobby. 

KW: I know that you have 

many areas of interest in 

amateur radio, but where 

does you greatest interest 

fall? 

JW: ñCollecting Radio Stuffò. 

Have you seen my shack? Itôs 

pretty full of stuff. Ed was over 

today and he said he doesnôt feel 

so bad now about all the stuff in 

his shack. I really donôt have a 

favorite area. I enjoy all areas of 

ham radio.  I like HF, VHF/

UHF, digital, satelliteé  I like it 

all.  

KW: You were awarded the 

òHam of the Yearó award at 

the annual MARCI Christ-

mas Party in December for 

your many contributions to 

the Manatee Amateur Radio 

Club. Tell us a little about 

how that made you feel. 

JW: I was humbled. I was a little 

embarrassed, as I didnôt really 

feel like I did anything special. I 

just really enjoy the amateur 

radio and do things I enjoy. 

KW: Do you have any advice 

to new or experienced hams 

in ways they may promote 

the hobby or get more in-

volved at the local level? 

JW: For the new hams, I just say 

to enjoy the hobby and learn 

everything you can from the 

more experienced hams. To the 

experienced hams, please 

ñElmerò the new hams and share 

your experience and knowledge 

with them. I love hearing and 

reading the comments from 

hams when talking about their 

ñElmerò. They always speak 

with great respect and apprecia-

tion of their Elmers of the past. 

We all need to pass on our 

knowledge. 

KW: Speaking of passing on  

knowledge, weõre all looking 

forward to your demonstra-

tion of the Elecraft K3 at the 

February MARCI meeting. 

Tell me why you decided to 

get into the Elecraft K3 over 

any of the other fine HF ra-

dios that are available. 

JW: Well, there are a couple of 

answers to that question. First, I 

liked the ability to buy in at a 

lower price and add to the base 

radio as I can afford additional 

features. Second, the ratings on 

this radio (Sherwood Engineer-

ing, www.sherweng.com ) were 

the highest . Finally, some mem-

bers of MARCI encouraged me 

to check into the Elecraft K3. 

KW: Again, I want to thank 

you for the time you have 

contributed to this interview 

and also for your dedication 

to MARCI. 

 

Until next month, 73 

Keith Webb, KJ4FFR 
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MARCI Weekly           

Information  

Net 

Every Thursday at 7pm 

146.820 -,100 CPS Tone 

MARCI Monthly 

Meetings 

1st Tuesday of the Month 

Starting at 7pm 

Red Cross Building 

2905 59th St. W. 

Bradenton, FL 

Elecraft K3 Review... 

has its own bus-switching mixer, 

narrow ham-band front-end fil-

ters, 32-bit I.F. DSP, low-noise 

synthesizer, and up to five crys-

tal roofing filters 

Elecraft offers more than high-

performance HF radios. It has 

just released the W2 LED bar-

graph watt meter that can have 

two sensors attached. Covering 0 

(Continued from page 2) waterfall display unit that allows 

control across the band with a 

simple dial and tap to get on a 

frequency. Along with the P3 

Panadapter we are told the unit 

will have other features re-

quested by users although I do 

not know what those features are 

at this time. 

Jim Woodson, KE4INM  

to 400 MHz and 0 to 2000 

Watts. This one wattmeter cov-

ers everything you might need. It 

just like the K3 is software up-

gradeable with free upgrades as 

improvements are made. 

The soon to be released P3 Pa-

nadapter  for the K3 will be an-

other exciting addition to the 

Elecraft family. The P3 is a 

standalone DSP spectral/

On the Road with Jonelle 

This is a true story. If you have 

children you will probably relate 

to this  father .  

As ham sandwiches go, it was 

perfection. A thick slab of ham, 

a fresh bun, crisp lettuce and 

plenty of expensive, light brown, 

gourmet mustard. The corners of 

my jaw aching in anticipation, I 

carried it to the picnic table  in 

our backyard, picked it up with 

both hands, but was stopped by 

my wife  suddenly at my side. 

"Hold Johnny (our 6 week-old 

son) while I get my  sandwich," 

she said. I had him balanced 

between my left elbow and 

shoulder  and was reaching again 

for the ham sandwich when I 

noticed a streak of  mustard on 

my fingers.  

I love mustard.  

I had no napkin.  

I licked it off.  

It was not mustard.  

No man ever put a baby down 

faster. It was the first and only 

time I have sprinted with my 

tongue protruding. With a wash-

cloth in each hand I did the  sort 

of routine shoeshine boys do, 

only I did it on my tongue. Later 

(after she stopped crying from 

laughing so hard) my wife said, 

"Now you know why  they call 

that mustard 'Poupon'."  

Contributed by 

Jonelle Nabergall, KI4WSN 

Is there a Hydrogen Fuel Cell in your Future? 

A press release recently circu-

lated by MARCI member Steve 

Senft, KG4LJB, has caught our 

eye. It described the launch at 

the 2010 Consumer Electronics 

Show of Horizon Fuel Cell 

Technologies (HFCT) small-

scale hydrogen refueling and 

storage device, the HydroFILL.   

Quoting from the press release, 

the HydroFILL is a:  

ñ...small desktop device simply 

plugs into the AC ... automati-

cally extracts hydrogen from its 

water tank and stores it in a solid 

form in small refillable car-

tridges.ò. The hydrogen filled 

cartridges are used just like bat-

teries, but provide hydrogen to 

fuel cells instead of DC. Effi-

cient hydrogen generation and 

storage have been significant 

obstacles to widespread use of 

the fuel cell technology.  

The HydroFILL and companion 

cartridges appear to be intended 

to power small electronics of the 

type that can be powered by a 

USB-port adapter, about 12 Watt

-hours per cartridge. HFCT also 

offers compatible fuel cells for 

experimenters. See the HFCT 

website for pricing and other 

info: www.horizonfuelcell.com.  

Field Day applications, any-

body? 

 

Greg Blanchard, AI4ZR 


