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can get a jump on that new years 

resolution! 

MARCI Information Net - Thurs-

day nights at 7:00, your source for 

questions and answers, suggestions 

are always welcome.  

Till next issue, 73 

Ed Skalecki, NI4MX 

As we are closing on putting an-

other year in the books, we start 

thinking about next year. We start 

to think about making new year 

resolutions, some we are close to 

obtaining this year, some we know 

we will never do, but would like 

to. As amateur radio operators, 

how about everyone making one of 

these to do with radio? May it be 

as far as setting up a station re-

motely and operating a special 

event, or just making a QSO on a 

mode you have not tried. We 

sometimes forget simple goals like 

this can take us to new places and 

meet new friends, and remember 

you will have a lot of resources 

and friends to help you! 

Remember to help support the club 

at the Hamfest, We are still look-

ing for volunteers for the Hamfest 

to help out with the MARCI and 

ARES tables. Bring what you 

would like to sell, (labeled with 

price, and call sign) and put it on 

the table. Sell it, and maybe you 
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As a Ham Operator for over 

sixteen years, and a Civil Air 

Patrol member (now retired) since 

1982, I have installed many trans-

ceivers in many different types of 

vehicles; the usual cars plus trucks, 

RVs, boats, and even an aircraft or 

two. While all of these installa-

tions worked well eventually, the 

early ones generated enough 

problems and midnight oil (to 

solve the problems), that over the 

years I have developed N1GY’s 

Twelve Commandments for 

installing any transceiver in almost 

any vehicle:  

1. Always run the power leads 

direct to the battery and use the 

right size wire. For a 50 watt 

radio, 12 gauge is minimal, for 

100 watts, 10 gauge at least, 

but 8 gauge is even better. 

2. Always put fuses in both the 

positive and negative leads and 

always put them close to the 

battery. 

3. Always fasten the mounting 

bracket firmly to the vehicle. 

4. BEWARE of the AIR BAG. Always 

position the radio so that it 

cannot be launched by deploy-

ment of the air bag, usually with 

fatal consequences. 

5. Avoid any sharp edges. Use a 

grommet when going through 

the firewall. Also avoid sharp 

edges on brackets, mic hooks, 

etc. in the passenger compart-

ment. 

6. Situate the radio so you can use 

it and still drive safely. The 

center of the under-dash area 

or the center console are good 

sites. 

7. Put the mic hanger where you 

can reach it easily and put the 

mic back just as easily (without 

taking your eyes off the road). 

8. Position the antenna with due 

(Continued on page 2) 
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regard for R.F. safety. Gener-

ally, the roof is best, followed 

by the rear deck lid. Definitely 

not the fender in front of the 

driver or passenger. Those 

locations may cause interfer-

ence to your transceiver. 

9. Route the coax so it wont trip 

passengers (or you) on entry 

or exit from the vehicle. Best 

route is under sill plates and 

behind the fascia panels of 

the vehicle (if possible). 

10. Always check the SWR during 

and after installation. Use a 

good quality SWR meter and 

make sure it is designed for 

your radio’s frequency band. 

11. Anticipate RFI problems. Be 

proactive. Check with the 

vehicle manufacturer before 

(Continued from page 1) or the center console are 

good options here), and 

definitely use a lighted switch. 

If you don't remember to use 

it, it was wasted work. 

 

Well, that’s all I can think of for 

now, but I know that number 13 

is waiting for me down the road. 

Mr. Murphy said so.  

Geoff Haines, N1GY 

MOBILE INSTALLATION INSIGHTS (Cont’d) 

the installation for any power 

restrictions, known RFI 

problems (Ford fuel pump, 

anyone?) or other vehicle 

specific areas of concern. A 

fried CPU in your car can get 

very expensive. If you remote 

mount the body of the radio 

from the control head, you 

may have to use ferrite 

chokes at both ends of the 

connecting control cable to 

avoid RFI getting into the 

radio itself. 

12. If your transceiver uses power 

even when the unit's power 

switch is turned off (I am 

thinking Icom IC-706 here), 

put a master power switch in 

the positive wire leading to 

the radio from the battery. 

Mount the switch somewhere 

convenient for you (the dash 
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MARCI Dinner for Eight 

A group of friends from MARCI 

wanted to get together on a regu-

lar basis to socialize, and play 

games. The lady of the house 

was to prepare the meal.  

When it came time for Geoff and 

Audrey Haines to be the hosts, 

Audrey wanted to outdo all the 

others.  She decided to forego 

her famous chili and have mush-

room-smothered steak, but 

mushrooms are expensive. She 

then told her husband Geoff, 

“No mushrooms, they are too 

high.” 

He said, “Why don't you go 

down in the pasture and pick 

some wild mushrooms?”  

She said, “No, some wild mush-

rooms are poison.” 

But, with Geoff’s encourage-

ment, Audrey decided to give it 

a try.  She picked a bunch, 

washed, sliced, and diced them 

for her smothered steak. Then 

she went out on the back porch 

and gave Ole' Spot (the yard 

dog) a double handful. 

Ole' Spot ate every bite. All 

morning long, Audrey watched 

Ole' Spot, and the wild mush-

rooms didn't seem to affect him, 

so she decided to use them. 

The meal was a great success, 

and Audrey even hired a helper 

lady from town to help her serve.   

After everyone had finished, 

they relaxed, socialized, and 

played Phase 10 and Mexican 

train dominoes. About then, the 

helper lady from town, came in 

and whispered in Audrey’s ear, 

'“Mrs. Haines, Ole' Spot just 

died!” 

Audrey went into hysterics. Af-

ter she finally calmed down, she 

called the doctor and told him 

what had happened. The doctor 

said, “That's bad, but I think we 

can take care of it. I will call for 

an ambulance and I will be there 

as quick as possible. We'll give 

everyone enemas and we will 

pump out everyone's stomach. 

Everything will be fine. Just 

keep them calm.”  

Soon they could hear the siren as 

the ambulance was coming down 

the road. The EMT's and the 

doctor had suitcases, syringes, 

and a stomach pump. One by 

one, they took each person into 

the bathroom, gave them an 

enema, and pumped out their 

stomach. After the last one was 

finished, the doctor came out and 

said, “I think everything will be 

fine now.” 

They were all looking pretty 

weak sitting around the living 

room, and about this time, the 

helper lady came in and said, 

“You know, that fellow that ran 

over Ole' Spot never even 

stopped”. 

Contributed by  

Jonelle Nabergall, KI4WSN 


