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President’s Column

October is finally here, and we
have had our first taste of cooler
weather; for some of us this also
brings on the time to clean up the
shack and tune up the antennas
getting ready for contest season.
Winter is the best time for contest-
ing. Maybe you go for big scores
or just have fun helping others get
a point or two more from your
contact; you're operating and hope-
fully having fun at it. Who knows,
maybe even solar cycle 24 will
start showing up this winter.

As for other news, check out the

new look on our club website
"((>?@@===T"8'&(#670,B@
and let Jim, KE4INM, know what
a great job he has done, not only
on the website but that new
MARCI logo. As you will see, a
calendar has been added to the site,
so keep looking here for more and
more upcoming club activities.
With that note, if you have any-
thing you would like to see the
club do, a special event maybe, or
just maybe you would like to oper-
ate with friends on a weekend, let
me or another club officer know so
we can make it happen.

Hamfest time is upon us again and
advance tickets for the Tampa Bay
Hamfest in Palmetto are available
at our meetings. The Tampa Bay
Hamfest is also the Florida State
Convention this year. Why not
clean up your shack, box up some
of the “not needed any longer
stuff”, and bring it to the MARCI
club table at the Hamfest and sell
it. Maybe it will help pay for that
new...

Till next issue, 73

Ed Skalecki, NIAMX

Upcoming Events

1&*>&$8&C$D&*9#;( December 5-6, Manatee Civic Center, Palmetto, FL. http://www.tampabayhamfest.org/

Name the MARCI Newsletter Contest

Does the MARCI Newsletter need
a name? This very question was
posed at our last monthly editorial
meeting at Applebee's. After a
little bit of thought and discussion
over hamburgers and apple pie, the
slim and trim MARCI Newsletter
staff arrived at the answer: Yes!
But how do we come up with a
name? Why, we’ll hold another

contest!

So, if you didn’t think you were
artistic enough for last month’s
QSL Card contest, here’s a contest
for anybody. A wining newsletter
name should cleverly evoke some
aspect of the amateur radio hobby.
It also needs to be short enough to
fit on the masthead where

“MARCI Newsletter” is printed,
today.

Bring your ideas to the next club
meeting where we’ll chose the
winner by acclimation. The winner
will receive, well, nothing——other
than being able to say every month
“The newsletter’s name was MY
idea”.

Copyright © 2009 The Manatee Amateur Radio Club, Inc. All Rights Reserved
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MARCI on the
Internet

MARCI Web Site
Club Information
http://www.manatee-arc.org

Check out the
New, Updated
MARCI Web
Site!

West Central
Florida Group

WCFG Web Site
NI4CE Repeater Network
http://www.ni4ce.org

The American
Radio Relay
League (ARRL)

ARRL Web Site

The National Association for
Amateur Radio
http://www.arrl.org/

MARCI Repeater
146.820 -
100 CPS Tone
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Feature

Homebrewing

This week, I want to make a few
comments about homebrewing
or making radio gear yourself.
Many hams are fearful of going
that route because they think that
they lack the skills necessary.
The truth is that very little “skill”
is required. I say that because [
have been homebrewing for
several years, and God knows, |
have as little skill as anyone.

The secret is to recognize which
projects are within your grasp.
At first, go for simple projects
that have little or no electronics
involved. Say a simple antenna
to give your handheld greater
range. Then, as you gain experi-
ence, move up to something with
a little wiring like a mic selector
switch. There are still no capaci-
tors, resistors, or the like. When
you feel ready, try a few compo-
nents and build a simple project
such as a sound card interface or
a microphone adapter. They
really only have about four or

five components, the rest is all
just cables and plugs, most if not
all of which you can get pre-
assembled.

To get started, look through the
pages of your favorite ham radio

“The secret is to
recognize which projects

are within your grasp. “

magazine for articles detailing
simple little projects like J-pole
antennas, wire antennas and the
like. They are there, in profu-
sion. Also check the Internet.
Just plug “simple ham antennas”
into your search engine and see
what comes back. Try “J-pole”
or “ham radio antennas”. You

will be amazed at the neat and

easy projects that are out there.
Several of the projects I have
built came from the Internet.
There are also "ham radio spe-
cific" web sites like "Ham Uni-
verse" or the AC6V web site.
These have hundreds of projects
you can look at and choose from.
Just Google the above titles and
you will find links to the web
sites.

I am not suggesting that anyone
try to compete with the likes of
Kenwood or Icom and build the
latest all mode all band trans-
ceiver slash food processor.
Such projects are way beyond
the average ham. Rather, I en-
courage you to start small and
work your way up slowly and
comfortably to building accesso-
ries and gadgets that make the
commercially available gear
work better for you. Who knows,
one day you may be building

(Continued on page 3)

Geoff Haines, N1GY, Wins ARRL Award!

MARCTI’s very own radio guru,
Geoff Haines, N1GY, has been
awarded the 2009 ARRL Tech-
nical Service Award. In making
this award, the ARRL Board
cited the numerous articles that
Geoff has written for the
ARRL’s magazine, QST. The
Board further praised Geoff for
his “clear ability to document his

work in a way that reaches a lot
of hams”. Geoff’s many club
presentations were also cited by
the ARRL Board.

Congratulations, Geoff!

Compiled from a report in the
October, 2009 QST Magazine

Geoff Haines, N1GY
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Homebrewing

(Continued from page 2)
that fancy radio from scratch.

The experience gained and the
confidence realized will make
you a better ham, and you will

Getting to Know:

Frank Morton (FM) recently sat
down with Keith Webb (KW) to
discuss his experiences in Amateur
Radio.

KW: How long have you
been a Ham, Frank?

FM: I got my first license in
1988 or 1989. I was flying
model airplanes and decided to
get my amateur radio license so [
could use the 6 meter band for
my model flying. I went down to
the Library and took my exam
and got my Novice class with 13
words per min CW.

KW: What first got you inter-
ested in Amateur Radio?
FM: I was in the Army and cop-

have more fun than you can
possibly imagine.

So grab that soldering iron by
the cool end and start playing
with homebrewing. I guarantee

that you will have fun and more
importantly, you can say, “yeah,
I built it myself”.

73, Geoff Haines, N1GY

Frank Morton, AC4AMK

ied code in Alaska for 3 years.

KW: How long have you
been associated with MARCI
and what positions in the
organization have you held?
FM: I have been associated with

MARCI since its inception when
in late 1989 discussions were
taking place to merge the Mana-
sota Repeater Association and
the Manatee Amateur Radio
Club to create the current Mana-
tee Amateur Radio Club that we
know today. The official date of
the new club was January 1,
1990.

I have held all officer positions
in MARCI at one time or another
during they years since that time

of the merger.

Frank Morton, AC4MK, at home in his ‘shack’.
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KW: Do you have a favorite
mode of operation in ham
radio?

FM: My favorite is RTTY or
Digipan. You can make many
DX contacts at 100 watts or less,
when you would not even be
able to hear voice. Using less
power keeps interference with

neighbors at a minimum.

KW: If you had one piece of
advice for new hams, what
would it be?

FM: Learn Morse Code, CW

will get through when voice

won’t.

KW: In your opinion, what is
the most important function
of ham radio operators to-
day?

FM: Train and prepare for Emer-
gency Communications in any
emergency that may arise. Ham
Radio may be the only means of
communications available when
conventional forms of communi-
cation break down.

Keith Webb, KJAFFR

The Ham'’s
Phonetic
Alphabet
Reference

Do your have a story to tell about
how you became involved in
Amateur Radio? Contact Keith to
arrange an interview! His e-mail
address: webbey1955@yahoo.com

A- Alpha
B- Bravo
C- Charlie
D- Delta

E- Echo

F- Foxtrot
G- Golf

H- Hotel

I- India

J- Juliette
K- Kilo

L- Lima

M- Mike
N- November
O- Oscar
P- Papa

Q- Quebec
R- Romeo
S- Sierra

T- Tango
U- Uniform
V- Victor
W- Whiskey
X- X-Ray
Y- Yankee
Z- Zulu
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What is ARES?

ARES. stands for the ) *&(#+,$ that ARES operators provide building, for information and

- &.JOE*#,B#'6CSEH,G/6# 1t is communications at the hurricane training. Membership is free.

an organization of licensed ama- shelters, including answering For more information or to join

teur radio operators who volun- phones, until they go out, and ARES, contact Frank Morton,

teer their time and talent for then provide radio communica- 756-2823.

emergency communications tions with the EOC (Emergency

when needed. ARES works with Operations Center). Jonelle Nabergall, KIAWSN MARCI Weekl
the Red Cross to achieve this See the profile of Frank Morton on y

Our local ARES group meets at Page 3 of this issue. Information

1. During hurri
goal. During hurricane season, 7 PM on the 4" Tuesday of Net

The Red Cross has requested
q every month at the Red Cross
Every Thursday at 7pm

146.820 -,100 CPS Tone

ARES Members: We Need You!

MARCI Monthly

The MARCI newsletter staff ARES meetings and events to Contact our editor if you Meetings
would like to e).(tgr}d its cov- write about these for. the have the' tgne and interest to 1st Tuesday of the Month
erage to the activities of the newsletter. Great writing cover this important ‘beat’. Starting at 7pm
local ARES group. We’re skills are not needed, but a Red Cross Building
looking for a crack reporter deep reverence for editorial E?c? r?tgt: ﬁ_ W.
who regularly attends the deadlines is a plus! adenton.
1
. . I
: Join the Manatee Amateur Radio Club! I
I MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION—2009 I
I
|
I 1"#3%&'&()*+(#),%(-,".(/.&/0(1"2(34'(5&)264(+7&4("8( MANATEE AMATEUR RADIO CLUB, INC. :
| P.0 BOX 1823, ONECO, FL 34264 I
I Or, bring it with you to the next MARCI meeting! |
|
I
|
i RENEWAL NEW MEMBER DATE I
I
: NAME: CALL: LIC.CLASS:E A G T+T N 1
I
: ADDRESS: CITY: STATE: ZIP: |
I PHONE: EMAIL: ARRL MEMBER? YES_ NO :
|
I )HHI51)<I$F5)<)IK-E?LLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLELLLLLLLLLLLLL I
I
|
1 DUES: Annual dues of $25.00 for FULL member and $5.00 for each family member at the same address, Student Membership is $12.50. All 1
I are payable on or before January 1st. Memberships not renewed By March 1st will be dropped. NEW members joining after July 1st shall be !
I at 1/2 regular yearly dues. All memberships expire on December 31st. :
|
I INTERESTS:(Circle) EMERGENCY WORK TRAFFIC HANDLING VE TEAM ELMER PUBLIC SERVICE TECHNICAL !
I COMMITTEE = OTHER :
|
I MARCI CLUB MEMBER SPONSOR CALL :
1
1 MARCI "Name Badges" are available "Club Patches" are available — $4.00 1
I
1



