
know me well enough, so letôs get 

to operating (in the air condition-

ing)! 

Till next issue,  

73, Ed Skalecki NI4MX  

WOW! That is all that comes to 

mind as I look at the draft of our 

latest Newsletter! 

I am still amazed at the talent this 

club has in its membership. The 

Newsletter committee has out done 

itself. Thanks to Greg, Jonelle and 

Keith. 

As you can see in this issue, Field 

Day has passed, and I would like 

to thank everyone that participated. 

Special thanks go out to Audrey: 

The chili was fantastic! 

I hope everyone read the article in 

the Bradenton Herald covering 

Field Day, and if not, Iôm certain 

someone will be showing it around 

at the July meeting. There are 

more pictures online, so go to 

http://www.bradenton.com/ and 

look for the slideshow. 

As we look at the direction that the 

club is going, we need to keep in 

mind ñwhyò we joined MARCI. 

Was it only to meet, and help with 

setup? Or was it to operate ama-

teur radio? 

While we have a great group, we 

need to look at participating in 

operating, whether it is on our 

Thursday night information net, or 

at one of our outings. 

Now, the newsletter committee 

informs me that I have a limited 

amount of space. They must not 

A Note from our Editor 

Welcome to the first edition of the 

MARCI  Newsletter. We hope to 

make this newsletter a regular 

publication, perhaps monthly, to 

keep you informed on happenings 

within our club and other informa-

tion about HAM radio in general.  

If you would like to contribute an 

article to this newsletter, we would 

be happy to make that happen.   

Thanks to Geoff Haines for his 

article on deployment readiness 

 Jonelle KI4WSN 
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Jonelle7@juno.com 
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Presidentõs Column 

Ed Skalecki NI4MX (Left) and Geoff 

Haines, N1GY (Right)  read the Her-

aldõs Field Day article. 

http://www.bradenton.com/


As I write this, the early days of 

April are here, along with the 

occasional rain storm with its 

associated lightning and high 

winds. We all tend to think of 

the dangerous time of year being 

June through November, the 

traditional Hurricane Season. 

Every year there are "Hurricane 

Expos" and regional and national 

"Hurricane Conferences". All 

with  the stated objective of pre-

paring both the responders and 

the general public to better deal 

with the results of severe 

weather. 

The truth is that dangerous 

weather can hit any time, any 

place, not just a particular sea-

son. Just last night, the Technical 

Net was interrupted by a priority 

announcement of a Tornado 

Warning for several counties 

within the West Central Florida 

Section. For the amateur radio 

operators in the section, it is very 

important to not file away our 

response plans and equipment 

until June arrives. Luckily, no 

Tornado touched down and no 

significant damage was reported, 

but what if it had? What would 

our response be if the EOC in 

one of our counties reported 

severe damage to an area? 

Would our "GO-Kits" be stocked 

with new materials and supplies, 

or would we have to madly dig 

through the storage shed just to 

find the back pack we usually 

put our stuff in? 

Severe weather occurs fre-

quently enough in this part of 

Florida that our "Go-Kits" 

should always be ready. They 

should always have up to date 

materials and supplies in them 

and we should be able to grab 

them and head out the door in as 

short a time as possible. 

Building a Go-Kit is just like any 

other project. There is a list of 

components, an enclosure (the 

back-pack or duffle), and a cer-

tain order of assembly. As with 

almost any project, there are 

some areas that are vital and 

common to all go-kits, and there 

are some areas where one will 

customize the kit to fit the spe-

cific needs of your response task. 

The most important thing is to 

build it and have it ready when it 

is needed. 

To the left is a Go-Kit "Recipe" 

that has worked well for many 

hams for many years. All of this 

Get Ready for Deployment 
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equipment should fit in a moder-

ately sized gym bag or back 

pack. The electronics and electri-

cal devices should be routinely 

tested and cycled on a regular 

basis so that when needed, some-

times at a moments notice, they 

will be ready to use.  

Useful additions might be items 

such as a "Hard Hat", a flashing 

personal light such as bicyclists 

use when riding at night, and 

Trail Mix or other easy to store 

food items. Another useful item 

is a short list of important fre-

quencies, phone numbers, and e-

mail addresses for local police, 

fire, hospitals, EOCs, weather 

service, relief agencies and the 

like. This should be laminated 

for all weather protection. 

We should always be ready to 

respond to any emergency at any 

time, not just Hurricane Season.  

73, Geoff Haines, N1GY 

Feature EQUIPMENT LIST 

FOR EMERGENCY 

DEPLOYMENT 

¶ ARES/RACES ID 

¶ Handy-Talky with 

Flexible Antenna 

¶ Speaker Mike or 

Headset for HT 

¶ Magnetic Mount An-

tenna to match HT 

¶ Any Necessary Adap-

tors to connect HT to 

Magnetic-mount An-

tenna 

¶ Power cord to power 

HT from Vehicle Ciga-

rette Lighter Socket 

¶ Adapter to use power 

cord direct to battery 

¶ Gel Cell or Motorcycle 

Battery 13.8 Vdc 

¶ Trickle Charger for 

Battery 

¶ Street Map of County 

¶ 25 feet of Coaxial 

Cable with connectors 

installed 

¶ "Barrel" Connector to 

mate coax to Mag-

netic-mount Antenna 

¶ Small Tool Kit 

¶ Flashlight and spare 

batteries for it 

¶ Pen and Paper 

¶ Personal First Aid Kit 

¶ Personal Medications 

and Hygiene Items 

¶ Sunscreen 

¶ Change of clothes 

¶ Rain Gear 

¶ Insect Repellant 

Geoff Haines, N1GY 

ñWe should always be 

ready to respond to any 

emergency at any time, not 

just Hurricane Season.ò 
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On the weekend of  June 27ð

28, MARCI members joined 

with amateur radio operators 

throughout the nation in the 

ARRLôs annual demonstration 

of   emergency communication 

using amateur radio, Field Day. 

From self-contained, mobile 

radio stations in the parking lot 

of the Manatee Red Cross Head-

quarters, MARCI members 

showed their communication 

MARCIôs Field Day was fea-

tured in a Bradenton Herald 

article on Sunday, June 27th. A 

recap and discussion of Field 

Day will occur at the next regu-

lar club meeting. 

Greg Blanchard  AI4ZR 

Feature 

Welcome 

New 

HAMS! 

James Shortill  

Joseph Kosobucki  

MARCI  

Information  

Net 
 

Every Thursday at 7pm 
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MARCI  

Meetings 
 

1st Tuesday of the Month 

Starting at 7pm 

Red Cross Building 

2905 59th St. W. 

Bradenton, FL 

prowess by making over 100 

contacts with other amateur ra-

dio operators throughout the 

country during the non-stop, 27 

hour event. Field Day tests ama-

teur radio operators,  equipment, 

and organizations to ensure that 

they are effective in the event of 

an actual emergency. As the 

field day slogan says ñHam 

radio works when other systems 

don't!ò. 

MARCI members are keenly 

aware, however, that another 

reason for Field Day is to pro-

The MARCI/ARES Trailer setup for Field Day 2009. Inside this air conditioned 

trailer is a complete operating environment for emergency communications .  

The inventiveness of MARCI mem-

bers impresses many. Here, Tom 

Stockebrand, N5YYE explains the 

design and operation of his S-10 

pickup electric conversion to Jerry 

Johnson, AE4XW. 

Jim Woodson, KE4INM sets up the 

computer network before the be-

ginning of operations on Saturday. 

mote amateur radio as a vital public 

service and provide the general public 

with an opportunity to meet their 

local óHamsô and learn more about 

todayôs amateur radio.  Amateur radio 

has changed greatly in the last few 

years with the addition of new digital 

and satellite communications modes 

and the widespread use of computers 

as more than just a station accessory.  

Steve Simpson, KF4MBN shows off the  

control positions inside the mobile 

communications trailer used by the 

Manatee County Emergency Opera-

tions Department. 


