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day nights at 7:00 p.m. on the club 

repeater on 146.820. 

Mark your calendars and join in 

the fun. If you have never operated 

a contest or HF, now is a chance to 

do so. Remember, MARCI has a 

great resource list to use for begin-

ners, so if you’re not sure about 

how to, there are many willing 

members that would love to help 

get you on the air and help you 

expand your radio experience. See 

you there! 

Till next issue, 73 

Ed Skalecki, NI4MX 

Let’s Play Radio! 

With February now behind us, the 

cooler weather still hanging 

around, and Sunspots on the rise, 

what more can a Florida ham ask 

for? A spring QSO party!  Last 

month I asked everyone to add: 

 I will do something this year 

to support or enhance ama-

teur radio in Manatee 

County 

to their list of New Year resolu-

tions. Now is your chance to make 

good on that resolution. MARCI 

will be participating in the Florida 

QSO Party, and we need your 

help. We need operators: Voice, 

Digital and Morse code.  The QSO 

party is on the weekend of April 

24th and 25th, 10 hours per day, 

Saturday 11:00 a.m. till 9:00 p.m., 

and Sunday 7:00 a.m. till 5:00 p.m.  

For more information please check 

out the website that the Florida 

Contest Group has provided at the 

following URL:  

http://www.floridaqsoparty.org 

MARCI will be having a cookout 

on both days; times of cookout 

have not been set, so stay tuned 

and keep a lookout at the MARCI 

website’s calendar for details. We 

will also announce details on the 

MARCI Information Net – Thurs-

Presidentõs Column 
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Fiona’s Restaurant. It is Dutch 

treat, so feel free to bring whom-

ever you want with you. This is 

purely a social activity to give us 

an opportunity to get to know each 

other a little better.  Fiona’s is 

located on the corner of 15th St. E. 

(301 Blvd.) and 51st Ave. E. (near 

Big Lots in the old Hardee’s). 

editors 

At January’s MARCI meeting  we 

decided to move the monthly club 

breakfast at Fiona’s to the Satur-

day after the MARCI meeting to 

make the event easier to remem-

ber. The time has also been moved 

back an hour to accommodate 

those who like to sleep in on the 

weekends. The next MARCI club 

breakfast  will now be  Saturday, 

March 6th, @  9:30 A.M. at 

BREAKFAST AT FIONAõS 



Just recently, I was rereading an 

article from QST, published 

back in 1978. While that may 

seem to make the information 

dated, the topic is as important 

today as it was then. The subject 

is tools. Many people try to use 

the same tools that they have in 

their toolbox for working on cars 

or around the house. While some 

items make the transition ok, 

others are best left in the garage. 

Here then is the list, along with 

some comments. 

1. Soldering IRON. Please 

note I said IRON, not GUN. 

The soldering iron should 

be 25 to 40 watt or there-

abouts. If you can afford it, 

get a variable heat soldering 

station. The power of the 

iron can then be adjusted to 

the job at hand.   

2. Soldering GUN. Soldering 

coax connectors properly 

needs lots of heat, delivered 

quickly to the connector 

shell without needing so 

much time that the coax 

dielectric melts also. Power 

wires like 8 to 12 gauge 

wire also need a big iron. 

Here is where the big gun 

type is good. Get at least 

140 watts and preferably a 

dual heat gun.  

3. Needle nose pliers. Buy 

smaller not bigger. Get the 

ones with a side cutter built 

in. Check the alignment of 

that will do the small drill 

bit also. That way you can 

also use the drill to run 

bigger bits like Multibits 

and the like. 

8. Drill bits, buy a good set. 

Also get a Multibit. This 

tapered bit is perfect for 

drilling several different 

size holes in aluminum or 

sheet goods like plastic. 

Expensive, but you won't 

want to be without one once 

you have used one. Sets of 

multi-bits often are on sale 

at discount tool stores and 

the like. 

9. Reamer and rat tail files. 

Once you start drilling 

holes in aluminum, you 

learn about burrs and sharp 

edges. Nuff said! 

10. Nibbling tool. This is a 

relatively inexpensive tool 

that allows you to cut any 

shape hole in aluminum. 

Very handy for those com-

ponents that require a key 

way or special shape hole to 

prevent rotation. Also 

handy for mounting meters 

and the like in a panel or 

cabinet. Also can replace 

the need for chassis 

punches if used carefully. 

11. Tools from around the 

house. These include a 

hammer, hacksaw, ruler, 

scriber, pencil, and pocket 

(Continued on page 4) 
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Feature 

the jaws by looking side-

ways at a light source 

through the jaws when 

closed. If light shows 

through the jaws, compo-

nents may slide through 

too. 

4.  Cutters. Also known as 

"Dykes" short for diagonal 

cutters. Again buy smaller 

rather than bigger and 

check jaw alignment before 

purchase. 

5. Wire Strippers. As with the 

previous tools, buy the best 

you can afford. They will 

last so much longer that the 

extra cost will be money 

well spent. 

6. Screwdrivers. Some dream 

of having every screwdriver 

size and model. The inter-

changeable tip type works 

well, but if you use one 

type or size often, get a 

separate tool in that size. 

Generally, you need a 

small, medium and large 

Phillips type, and similar 

flat bladed sizes. A good 

addition is a small set of 

Jeweler's screwdrivers for 

those very small screws in 

mike connectors and the 

like. 

7. Electric Drill. The main 

thing is to ensure that the 

chuck will accept a bit as 

small as a Number 60. Try 

to find a 3/8" capable chuck 

MARCI Repeater 

146.820 -  

100 CPS Tone 

MARCI on the 

Internet  

MARCI  Web Site 

Club Information 

http://www.manatee-arc.org 

Check out the 

New, Updated 

MARCI Web 

Site! 

 

West Central 

Florida Group 

WCFG Web Site 

NI4CE Repeater Network 

http://www.ni4ce.org 

 

The American 

Radio Relay 

League (ARRL) 

ARRL Web Site 

The National Association for 

Amateur Radio 

http://www.arrl.org/ 
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Radio 

Resolution 

for 2010  

The Phonetic Alphabet 

One of the ways that amateur 

radio operators can make sure 

that the information they are 

sending is understood properly at 

the other end of the contact is by 

using the Phonetic Alphabet for 

important items like names and 

call signs. Just the same way that 

the military uses it in their radio 

communications, hams use a 

version that has been standard-

ized by the International Ama-

teur Radio Union (IARU) This 

organization coordinates many 

amateur radio aspects at the 

international level so that hams 

in different countries have a 

common frame of reference. The 

Phonetic Alphabet and certain 

abbreviations called Q signals 

actually make it possible for two 

hams to communicate even if 

they do not speak a common 

language. I will explain Q sig-

nals another time. The specific 

words used to indicate the letters 

of the alphabet were selected 

after much research and experi-

ence for over 100 years to be the 

best for clarity and understand-

ing. Some hams like to make up 

their own alphabet but when 

used in important situations or 

with vital communications it is 

best to stick to the official ver-

sion. So here they are: 

A=Alfa (AL-FAH) 

B-Bravo (BRAH-VOH) 

C-Charlie (CHAR-LEE)  

D-Delta (DELL-TAH)  

E-Echo (ECK-OH)  

F-Foxtrot (FOX TROT)  

G-Golf (GOLF)  

H-Hotel (HOH-TELL) 

I- India (IN-DEE-AH) 

J-Juliet (JEW-LEE-ETT) 

K-Kilo (KEY-LOH) 

L-Lima (LEE-MA) 

M-Mike (MIKE) 

N-November 

(NO-VEM-BERR) 

O-Oscar (OSS-CAR) 

P-Papa (PAH-PAH) 

Q-Quebec (KEY-BECK) 

R-Romeo (ROW-ME-OH) 

S-Sierra (SEE-AIR-AH) 

T-Tango (TANG-OH) 

U-Uniform  

(YOU-NEE-FORM) 

V-Victor (VIK-TORE) 

W-Whiskey (WISS-KEY) 

X-X-ray (EX-RAY) 

Y-Yankee (YANG-KEY) 

Z-Zulu (ZOO-LOU) 

The boldfaced syllables are 

emphasized, 

This list comes from the ARRL 

Operating Manual and is used 

with permission. 

73, 

Geoff Haines, N1GY  
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The Basic Tool Kit for Ham Radio (Continued) 

A store that sells new husbands 

has opened in New York City, 

where a woman may go to 

choose a husband. Among the 

instructions at the entrance is a 

description of how the store 

operates: 

YOU MAY VISIT THIS STORE 

ONLY ONCE! THERE ARE 

SIX FLOORS AND THE VALUE 

OF THE PRODUCTS INCREASE 

AS THE SHOPPER ASCENDS 

THE FLIGHTS. THE SHOPPER 

MAY CHOOSE ANY ITEM 

FROM A PARTICULAR FLOOR, 

OR MAY CHOOSE TO GO UP 

TO THE NEXT FLOOR, BUT 

YOU CANNOT GO BACK 

DOWN EXCEPT TO EXIT THE 

BUILDING! 

So, a woman goes to the Hus-

band Store to find a husband. On 

the first floor the sign on the 

door reads: 

FLOOR 1 - THESE MEN HAVE 

JOBS 

She is intrigued, but continues to 

the second floor, where the sign 

reads: 

FLOOR 2 - THESE MEN HAVE 

JOBS AND LOVE KIDS. 

'That's nice,' she thinks, 'but I 

want more.' So she continues 

upward. The third floor sign 

reads: 

FLOOR 3 - THESE MEN HAVE 

JOBS, LOVE KIDS, AND ARE 

EXTREMELY GOOD LOOK-

ING. 

'Wow,' she thinks, but feels com-

pelled to keep going. She goes to 

the fourth floor and the sign 

reads: 

FLOOR 4 - THESE MEN HAVE 

JOBS, LOVE KIDS, ARE DROP

-DEAD GOOD LOOKING AND 

HELP WITH HOUSEWORK. 

'Oh, mercy me!' she exclaims, 'I 

can hardly stand it!'  Still, she 

goes to the fifth floor and the 

sign reads: 

FLOOR 5 - THESE MEN HAVE 

JOBS, LOVE KIDS, ARE DROP

-DEAD GORGEOUS, HELP 

WITH HOUSEWORK, AND 

HAVE A STRONG ROMANTIC 

STREAK. 

She is so tempted to stay, but she 

goes to the sixth floor, where the 

sign reads:  

FLOOR 6 - YOU ARE VISITOR 

31,456,012 TO THIS FLOOR. 

THERE ARE NO MEN ON THIS 

FLOOR. THIS FLOOR EXISTS 

SOLELY AS PROOF THAT 

WOMEN ARE IMPOSSIBLE TO 

PLEASE. THANK YOU FOR 

SHOPPING AT THE HUSBAND 

STORE. 

Contributed by 

Keith Webb,   KJ4FFR 

The Husband Store 

knife. Use the last one care-

fully; the finger you save 

may be your own. 

12.  Solder Sucker. If you do 

any amount of homebrew-

ing or kit building, you 

know about mistakes. Not 

too expensive, the spring 

type is a little easier to use. 

13. Nut Drivers. You can find 

an inexpensive set at most 

discount stores. They will 

make a big difference when 

(Continued from page 2) working in tight places. 

14. Tools from the garage. Here 

are some of the exceptions 

that do make the transition 

from the mechanics bench. 

Channelock Pliers, Adjust-

able Wrench, Vise-Grips 

(the smaller sizes), emery 

cloth. 

15. Electrical Tape. Buy good 

quality vinyl tape. The 

cheap stuff doesn't last.  

16. Heat shrink tubing. Easy to 

find at most hamfests and 

electronics shops. Buy an 

assortment at first, then 

replace the type and size 

you use the most.  

That's the basic toolkit, if you 

plan on using it; I suggest read-

ing the ARRL Hand-book sec-

tion on Construction Techniques. 

Many thanks to Jim Bartlett, 

WB9VAV, for the original arti-

cle. I don't know if Jim is still 

with us, the call sign is not. 

73, 

Geoff Haines, N1GY 


